being confronted by an enormous number of infectious diseases for many of which the causative agent has not yet been characterized, for which diagnostic criteria have not been clearly established, and for which pathogenetic mechanisms have not been elucidated.
Pathologists and veterinary students will consider the book to be underillustrated. There are 73 black and white and 17 colored photographs. Eight of the latter are drawings. The book is printed on glossy paper with relatively few errors. It is bound in the semi-hard cover typical of German books which causes the pages to flare once the book is opened, giving your library an untidy but well-used look.
The book is an excellent textbook that will be useful in all types of veterinary curriculums. It will serve as a valuable quick reference for those pathologists in diagnostic laboratories who must be continually alert to the possible spread of tropical infectious diseases. With the publication of volumes IV and V, the last in 2 parts, this large compendium has been completed. Volume IV describes the infections of the central nervous system, and consists of 18 chapters, dealing with domesticated animals, guinea pigs, and mice. Volume V deals mainly with viruses which evoke neoplasms. All of the chapters in these volumes are in German.
Volume IV represents the most comprehensive compilation of information extant on neurologic diseases of animals which are caused by viruses ; this will ensure its usefulness despite the criticism which follows. The chapter on equine encephalitis in the USSR is interesting because the author (HEINIG) has succeeded where others have failed in bringing a semblance of order to the confusing literature on this subject. However, he too has had his troubles, and has honestly marked 15 papers in his reference list that he was unable to obtain. HEINIG cites few references to pathology -neither the 5 cited in INNES and SAUNDERS (1962) nor the important proceedings of the conference on equine encephalitis held by the Lenin Academy of Agricultural Sciences in 1939.
There are curious errors of omission and commission; e.g., a brief chapter on equine encephalitis in France, a disease which has not been seen since the 1920's and whose viral etiology was never convincingly established. On the other hand, there is nothing on Japanese encephalitis, an important viral disease affecting sheep, cattle, and horses, which still occurs, sometimes in epizootic form.
FANKHAUSER and other students of the cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) will get scant comfort from this volume devoted to diseases of the nervous system. Their efforts to educate the veterinary profession that examination of the CSF is a part of the diagnostic procedure in neurologic disease have had little impact on the authors of this book. As far as one can tell from reading most of its chapters, animals have no fluid around their central nervous system, let alone one which reflects disease states in the tissue it surrounds. True, there is occasional passing mention of the CSF in Borna disease (p. 127), Teschen disease (p. 223), and lymphocytic choriomeningitis (p. 678), but the words Liquor and Cerebrospinalflussigkeit are not in the index and there is no mention of CSF under rabies, pseudorabies, equine encephalitis, Venezuelan encephalitis, etc.
Volume V, part 1, of 673 pages, consists of 7 chapters, dealing with tumors caused by viruses. Part 2, of 530 pages, has 5 more chapters on tumors, and 10 others on adeno-, rheo-, entero-, and other groups of viruses. The infections caused by these in domestic and laboratory animals are discussed, often without any mention of their pathology. The chapters on neoplasms are more satisfying to a pathologist, and represent the most extensive compilation of information on this subject; the one on leukosis of cattle is of epic proportions. The chapters on canine and feline leukosis are concise but informative, though unfortunately written too late to cite the latest American work on the etiology. It will probably please neither Dr. JEAN HOLZWORTH nor the women's liberation movement to find her referred to on p. 197 as 'Herr' HOLZWORTH; perhaps it will mollify them to state that the illustrations of gross lesions which she has provided are amongst the best in the book. All in all, pathologists will find a considerable fund of information on the subject of tumors known or suspected to be induced by viruses.
Volume V ends on a strong note -SCHAPERCLAUS' chapter on viral diseases of fish goes far to enhance its overall quality. Writing crisply and from a rich personal experience, he packs a mine of information into a scant 75 pages, neglecting neither pathology nor rneticulous citation of references. Moreover, the works he cites are interwoven into his text (as are his illustrations), adding greatly to the dimensions of this deceptively brief chapter.
The remarks which follow on illustrations and bibliography pertain to both volumes.
The good color reproduction seen in the preceding 3 volumes has not held up to grace volumes IV and V. Bad color pictures are almost everywhere, in gross as well as histologic illustrations. The ones on p. 669 (vol. IV) are printed sufficiently out of register to evoke visual discomfort and those on pp. 54 and 59 are almost as bad. In volume V blurred color pictures offend the eye on pp. 84, 104, 115, 116, 306, 339, 554, 569 , and 790. These detract from rather than add to the quality of the book; it is a pity that money was spent on producing them. On the other hand, there are numerous color pictures of adequate quality, particularly in the chapter by VOGEL et al. on neoplasms of chickens, but even in their chapter figures 28 and 30 are bad, whereas 29 and 31 are adequate and 32 to 36 are again poor; the general impression is one of inconsistency. Most of the black and white illustrations are will done, except in pages (e.g.,vol. V, p. 191) where they have been injudiciously copied, lock, stock, and barrel, including enlarged engraver's dots, from already published sources. Dozens of references are cited in the text of both volumes without appearing in the reference lists -evidence of carelessness or indifference on the part of the authors and the lack of a firm hand on the part of the editor. The most flagrant offender seems to be TOMESCU in the chapter on Aujeszky's disease, whose text is pockmarked by compulsive name dropping -I counted 37 'references' not backed up by anything in the reference list. The publisher too must share the blame for this disservice to the reader -there ought to be somebody in the chain of production of a book capable of stopping such errors if the author isn't, particularly a book with pretensions to encyclopedic thoroughness.
When I began the review of these volumes in 1969 I was enthusiastic. If I am less so now, it is because the later volumes have not sustained the quality with which the first ones began, nor taken cognizance of the criticism of reviewers in various journals. Nevertheless, the total work remains the most important one we have in virology, and flawed though they are, I can recommend volumes IV and V to pathologists seeking information on viral diseases of animals. Professor ROHRER and his publisher deserve our gratitude for their courage and perseverance in mounting a literary effort of such magnitude.
L. Z. SAUNDERS
